FIRST OVER EVEREST
of the organisers, who had seen their goal in sight, began to
increase.
We decided to approach Lady Houston, whose munificence
to British aviation is famous and justly so all over the world
since the victorious conclusion of the Schneider contest.
Our earlier endeavour to secure her support had been
frustrated by her ill-health, but this was now happily im-
proved.
The ambitious project appealed to Lady Houston's resolute
and far-seeing mind and she realised even more rapidly than
most experts die value of such a flight to the good name and
credit of British aviation.
British aviators gladly acknowledge the debt they owe her,
on this account. For truth to tell, since die Atlantic was flown
in 1919, our country has lagged sadly behind in the gaining and
exploring of geographical objectives by air.
It was due to die organising capacity and hardihood of
foreign aviators that foreign aircraft flew over both the Poles,
and there were unmistakable indications that both French and
German airmen contemplated an attack on Mount Everest as
soon as their engines and aeroplanes could be developed to the
required pitch of efficiency.
Unfortunately before definite arrangements were made, it
had become too late for the flight to be attempted in 1932, and
thereby to take advantage of the most favourable time of the
year from die point of view of weather conditions.
Lady Houston appointed Mr. R. D. Blumenfeld to represent
her vis-a-vis the Committee and so we had the pleasure of
welcoming his personality into the growing circle of those who
were striving to attain the goal.
It was growing because His Highness die Maharaja Jam Sahib
of Nawanagar, Lord Burnham, and later Lord Lytton, joined
the committee, Lord Burnham becoming its Honorary Trea-
surer.
The organisation had now outgrown its original limits and
called for the presence of a senior Air Force Officer to take
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